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When it comes to addiction, impulsivity can play a significant role in the likelihood of relapse. Impulsivity 
refers to the tendency to act on immediate desires or urges, often without considering the potential 
consequences. This impulsive behaviour can lead us to engage in substance abuse as a way to satisfy 
cravings or seek instant gratification. Understanding the link between impulsivity and relapse is crucial in 
developing effective strategies for long term recovery. 
 
There is a definite connection between impulsivity and addiction. Researchers have looked into this and 
found that people who are more impulsive are more likely to have problems with substance abuse. They 
might even have a hard time quitting and end up going back to using drugs or alcohol again. The 
National Institute on Drug Abuse says that about 40-60% of people in treatment for substance abuse 
also have impulsivity issues. This means that it's really important to work on controlling impulsivity if we 
want to stop from going back to using drugs or alcohol. 
 
Being impulsive means doing things without thinking about what might happen later on. This is when we 
act without the consideration of long term consequences. When it comes to using drugs or drinking too 
much, those who are really impulsive, might be more likely to take risks. Impulsive choices make us 
forget about thinking logically, and we might choose to do something just because it feels good right 
now, even if it could hurt us in the long run. 
 
Impulsive Behaviours: Signs and Symptoms 
Impulsive behaviours can manifest in various ways among addicts. Some common impulsive behaviour 
includes impulsively using drugs or alcohol despite a desire to quit, engaging in risky sexual behaviour, 
overspending on substances or related activities, and making impulsive decisions that negatively affect 
our relationships or career. These impulsive tendencies can create a vicious cycle, perpetuating 
substance abuse and increasing the risk of relapse. 
 
Recognising impulsive behaviour in ourselves or others is crucial for effective intervention and 
prevention of substance abuse relapse. Signs of impulsive behaviour may include acting without 
thinking, difficulty delaying gratification, frequent mood swings, trouble managing stress, impulsively 
quitting treatment, therapy or stop using medication and neglecting responsibilities. If you or someone 
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you know exhibits these signs, seek professional help and support. It is essential to address impulsive 
tendencies which can reduce the risk of relapse. 
 
Factors Influencing Impulsive Behaviour 
Genetics and Neurobiology 
The way our genes and brains work can affect how impulsive we are.  Some people have certain genes 
that make them more likely to act impulsively, like using drugs or doing things without thinking. Also, if 
the chemicals in our brain, like dopamine, are imbalanced, it can make us more impulsive too. It's 
important to understand these things because it can help us figure out the best way to be helped. 
 
Past Trauma 
Another thing that can make us more impulsive is if we have experienced something really bad in our 
past, like being abused or neglected as a child. This can mess up our ability to handle our emotions and 
make it harder for us to control our impulses. Sometimes, we might do impulsive things to try to feel 
better or escape from our feelings. But if we include special care for trauma in their treatment, it can 
help us deal with what happened to us and learn better ways to cope. This can make it less likely for us 
to relapse and go back to our impulsive behaviours. 
 
Environmental and social factors  
Sometimes the environment we are in and the people around us can really affect how impulsive we are, 
especially being an addict. If we are in a stressful place, with friends pressuring us, or if we don't have 
positive support from others, it can make us act impulsively and make it harder for us to recover.  
One way is to create a supportive and caring environment. When we have people who are there for us 
and help us out, it can make a big difference. They can give us the support we need and help us learn 
better ways to deal with our feelings instead of acting impulsively. It's also important to have access to 
resources that can help us, like therapy or support groups. 
 
Strategies for Managing and Controlling Impulsive Behaviour  
To manage and control our impulsive behaviour can be tough, but we can do it! First, we need to 
become aware of our impulsive behaviour. Take some time to think about what makes us act 
impulsively and when it happens the most. Once we know our triggers, we can start coming up with 
ways to stop ourselves from acting on them. Keeping a journal or tracking our behaviours can also help 
us see patterns and make better choices. 
 
It is all about taking control and finding healthier ways to cope. With the right strategies and support, we 
can manage our impulsive behaviour and stay on track with our recovery.  
 
When an impulsive urge strikes, having a toolbox of coping mechanisms can make all the difference. We 
cannot stress enough that we should find healthy activities that can distract us from acting impulsively, 
such as going for a walk, practicing deep breathing exercises, or engaging in a hobby we enjoy. It is also 
helpful to have a list of emergency contacts we can reach out to when we are feeling overwhelmed and 
need support. 
 
Setting realistic goals allows us to have a sense of purpose and direction. By breaking down larger goals 
into smaller, achievable steps, we can avoid feeling overwhelmed and reduce impulsive behaviours. 
Practicing self-discipline involves making deliberate choices that align with our long term goals, even in 
the face of immediate gratification. It may not always be easy, but with commitment and perseverance, 
we can strengthen your ability to resist impulsive urges. 



 
CBT 
As mentioned in other lessons, Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT) focuses on the connection between 
thoughts, feelings, and behaviours. By identifying and challenging automatic thoughts that contribute to 
impulsive behaviour, we can change our behaviours. CBT helps us recognise that we have the power to 
choose healthier responses to impulses, rather than acting on them without thinking. 
 
Identify Triggers 
To effectively address impulsivity, it's crucial to identify our triggers – the people, places, or situations 
that tend to lead to impulsive behaviour. Once we are aware of these triggers, we can work on 
modifying automatic thoughts and behaviours associated with them. Cognitive restructuring, can help us 
replace negative or impulsive thoughts with more rational and positive ones. 
 
Mindfulness 
Mindfulness is all about being totally in the moment and not judging ourselves. It's actually a really nice 
way to help us manage those impulsive actions. 
When we practice mindfulness, we become more aware of ourselves and our impulses. Instead of just 
acting on them right away, we take a step back and observe what's going on in our mind, body, and 
emotions. This creates a little gap between our impulse and our response, giving us the chance to make 
smarter choices. 
There are some awesome mindfulness techniques we can try to help control those impulses. Things like 
taking deep breaths, doing body scans, or even eating mindfully can help us become more in tune with 
our body and emotions. This means we can stop and think before we do something impulsive. 
 
To make mindfulness a habit, we need to practice it every day. It's all about being consistent. We can try 
doing mindfulness exercises while doing everyday stuff like brushing our teeth or walking to work. Then, 
when we are feeling stressed or really wanting to do something impulsive, that's when we can use 
mindfulness to help us get through those tough moments without giving in. 
 
Support 
Again, we cannot stress enough how vital it is to have a supportive network during our recovery journey. 
Sobriety cannot be achieved alone.  
We have to reach out to the people in our lives who are supportive and understanding of our recovery 
journey. Share our goals and challenges with them, and let them know what kind of support we need. 
Additionally, we should consider joining a peer support groups or finding an accountability partner who 
can offer guidance and hold us accountable for our actions. 
 
Dealing with impulsivity is just one piece of the puzzle. If we follow these strategies, asking for help from 
the experts when we need it, maintain our sense of humour, we can become stronger and lower the 
chances of falling back into substance abuse. So, remember, we must take control of your impulses, or 
else they will control us! 
 
 
 

 


